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Concord Hospitality Opens First LEED-certified Courtyard by Marriott

New Prototype Design Reduces Energy Usage by 24 Percent, Speeds Development Process

RALEIGH-DURHAM, N.C./PITTSBURGH, Pa., September 24, 2010—Concord

Hospitality Enterprises, one of the nation’s top-ranked hotel developer/owner/operators, today

announced it will open next week the first LEED-designed Courtyard by Marriott.  Located in

Settlers Ridge in west suburban Pittsburgh, the state-of-the-art property design, created by

Concord with support from Marriott, will be the prototype for all future LEED-compliant

Courtyards.

The new design is expected to reduce energy usage at Courtyard hotels by an average of

24 percent annually and save more than 300,000 gallons of water per year, the equivalent of 21

swimming pools. This improved energy efficiency is expected to produce average annual

operating savings of $50,000 at current energy costs, which are expected to accelerate over time,

yielding even greater future savings.

According to Mark G. Laport, president and CEO of Concord, the LEED-certified

prototype adds approximately $500,000 in development cost of a Courtyard. “However, the

design produces significant development efficiencies, which effectively reduces that cost to

approximately $350,000 and substantially lowers design time, producing a projected payback to

owners in approximately six years.

“This is the second prototype concept that we have done with Marriott,” he added.  “We

worked together creating the fourth generation prototype of the Springhill Suites by Marriott
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brand three years ago, which represented a complete reinvention of the brand design. LEED was

in its infancy at that time and didn’t play a major role in the design.  We already have a second

LEED-designed Courtyard under construction in Washington, Pa., and now will incorporate the

appropriate LEED-designed elements into our future Springhill Suites.

“Being environmentally responsible as a company goes hand in hand with one of our

founding cornerstones of supporting our communities,” he said.  “Now that we have successfully

worked through all the LEED issues, all of our future ground-up development regardless of

brand will be LEED designed because it is the right thing to do.  We already have five additional

LEED-designed projects in development.”

Many of the component parts of the Courtyard’s original engineering were revised to

create the LEED prototype.  Among the most notable and cost-effective were:

 A heat recovery energy system that reclaims building exhaust air to pre-heat the

building’s fresh air system.

 An energy management system that reduces unnecessary heating and cooling run times

when guest rooms are unoccupied.

 Water-saving showers, lavatories, and toilet fixtures.

 Energy-efficient light fixtures.

 An enhanced building thermal envelope that includes exterior building outsulation and

increased glass and glazing u-value.

Located at 5100 Campbells Run Road in west suburban Pittsburgh, the Courtyard

Pittsburgh Settlers Ridge/Robinson Township is near Heinz Hall, Post Gazette Pavilion and is

convenient to downtown Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh International Airport.  The 124 spacious
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rooms and suites offer complimentary high-speed wireless Internet access, large desk with

ergonomic chair, 32" flat screen television and Marriott’s signature bedding.  The property

features a fitness center with cardio-vascular equipment, indoor saline pool, onsite dining at The

Bistro, 24-hour business center and more than 1,200 square feet of meeting space.

About Concord Hospitality

Concord Hospitality Enterprises Company, an award-winning hotel management and

development company based in Raleigh-Durham, N.C., manages over 75 hotels offering more

than 10,000 guest rooms in 20 states and two Canadian providences.  The company operates

hotels and resorts under such well-known industry elite brands as Marriott, Hilton, Hyatt,

Starwood and Choice Hotels, as well as select independent boutique hotels.  Formed in 1985,

Concord recently was listed as one of the nation’s top management companies in the nation by

independent sources, and recently won Marriott’s elite Partnership Circle award for the sixth

time.  Concord properties are some of the most awarded hotels in the country, having won nearly

30 honors in the past two years alone, including Marriott’s Hotel of the Year and Developer of

the Year awards.  For more information, visit www.concordhotels.com.

- 30 -

http://www.concordhotels.com/

